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We doa't want that. We've got 1o
realize that the American Indians need 1o be involved
in these major and important decisions that need 1o be
made in regard o those areus such as that

Adier o], this is an ancient land to
the American lodians. And the second comment is for
wuw:lrﬂﬁ!w.rwhuﬁl}l“

Regardiess how we talk and spesk and
vole, they overnide a ot of these things. Those are
politici

We need 1o walch thewe politicians. We
need 0 confer, a5 we should, &5 8 people of America,
regurdless of where we are, here, there, or wherever,
o protect the inieresis of our people and our
children that are yet 1o come in the future.

I ke i see a bot of that happen so
thal these things can be enjoyed for our younger
people that's poing 1o be here. But 10 do the things
that they want us to do is pollution, and we know all
the effects of polluthon.

We know all the effecs of what's going
on, the gresnhouse effect and everything else that
goes with it And the people ishale the kind of stufT
that come out of these gas wells, these ofl wells,
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and Pinedale.
Pt regardless, we've lost & Jot of land
that is 50 dear 10 us: ool only to the Native
Americans, but all of you here and your children, We
meed 1o git down and say, “Oleny, that's enough * i
We have cenain areas in our land here ]
that need 1o be profectad. Thare's & lod of other
places where we can go, or they can go to dig for oil
and gas, ot in these immediake areas such s where we
are.

We need 1o fully realize and @ik 1o
these companies about that, 1t's been 100 many times
now that the American, Indians & well a5 the pood
people smongst vou, thal's been excluded o make these
major decisions if they can or cannot have what they
want 1o do 10 manage these aneas, whether it be oll
and gas, or other resources that havee been mentioned.

My friends, ] ean say more, but | think
1 went over that minute, two mimites or three minules,
Bt 1 want to sy more.

But anyway, a lot of you have already
saicd what | wanted 1o say. | want to thank you for
YUREF LifnE.

Thank you.

ME. GRIFFITH: Thanks, Mark.
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We have n mining going on west of there,
potash, and whateves you have, gypsum and all of that
drifts over this way. Prevailing winds come in from
Lander, Riverion, and now we wonder why we're all gick
and come down with cancer and everything else.

So these things bave to be looked sl in
the proper perspective 10 thal they can understand.
Moww, the way that | heard it today, i is just a small
wea

I rode that area with my older people
when [ was |2 years oid gomg from here and tratling
borses to Rock Springs. 1 know the country peetty

Anothet trme | rode the country was,
goah, | don't rememiber, in the 508, when they took »
good horse out of the sren. Desert Bust was also the
historical event at that time,

We didn't caich the hores anyway. And
the other things that wend through there is when the
old people went over to review the Lnd, the Treaty
that was supposed to be made in 18-, 1868, 1 bolisve
it was,

That Treaty was made in Fort Bridger,
Those were supposed — At that time it 28 a large area
of the Wind River Reservation, clesr up wo La Barge
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Syd Corrigan.
A SPECTATOR. Mot here.

MR. GRIFFITH: Not here? Okay. Mary

Gay.

MS. GAY: My name 15 Mary Gy, G-a-y.
I've been 60 years on this planet Earth,

L 1 think most of you heve sid, bue I
nam thinking also sbout comserving this ares. | think
s burnans we have the abiliry 1o come out with
creatve idens.

We like to think of ourseives as the
intelligent andmal; that we can have a vision for the
fetwre. [ would like 1o see us use that 1o preserve
1o seeing it simply as something to explody
econormcally.

Thats it. | support the Citizens'
Allemative.

MR GRIFFITH: Thanks, Mary.

Nikla Comes Bumning Buck.

MS. COMES RUNNING BUCK: F'm Mikid Comes
Rimmng Buck, and all | want 1o say before I nm out
of time i thet [ do suppon the Citizens’
Aernative. You know, the first ime | had even
heard of Jack Momow Hills was a few years ago when my
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deughier, who 1 now a sophomore in high school, | | | think that we need to keep those in
. think she had to do some kind of an extensive study 2 the grest State of Texas. Since they are already
3 on, on the use of that arca, the Fed Desert area 3 wailling in that staie, | think they should drill
4 S0 we went down 10 the BLM office and 4 there.
% they handed us & book that was this thick 5 {Wherenpon, a response of spplause was
6 [demonstrating). Honesily, you know. 6 had)
7 It wies like thal. And | said, "Wow." 7 ME. GARVIN: Since this regiine has moved
] 50 we look il home and, you know, had a £ 1o my land, they have destroyed many, many natural
9 chance to Iook through it And she based her repont 9  resources, many, mamy sacred sites of my people, many
10 oo, you know, what — W looked &1 old maps and 10 of my berial grounds, Theat continges on to this day.
11 everything. i1 So | would ask the sespect of the BLM
11 And, you kmow, her conclusion was that, 12 for my ancestors that are buried out there, They,
13 you know, we can go elsewhere for this oil and natura) 13 they, many of the people, they tell me that the birds,
14 pas. 1 memn, to me, the badance of ol and gas on, 14  they still sing the same song that they sang in the
15 lspping this little islund oo three sides, is vast 15 beginmmng.
16 with keeping this place pretiy muoch, you know, with 16 The elk still migrate. The little frogs
17 the uses we've had for thus far, 17 and the mudpappies, they still do the same things.
18 You know, sorme places should be lefi 13 The man, the buman beings are the ones
19 mlope. You knmow, | — Thank you. 19 who have changed. We've changed the exrth and we've
0 Yoa know, i puzzles me. I'm s citizen, 20 continuslly destroyed the earth through our cwn gresd,
21 1 don't belong o anything in 21 through our own comforts of life
221 particular, 1 like o resch my own conclusions. 22 So we need to think sbout that. Each
L) But, you know, 1 don't undemstand how 23 ome of us need to think sbout our own comioris, mnd
24 you can make an Environmenial mpact Smaiement when 24 what we arc willing to give up
25 you only really shudied a very smill percentage of 25 With ithai, they sand that we are the law
Puge B3 Page 85

of the Jand. And we need 10 obey the laws that the

that environment. You know, [ think, you keow, you
Creator pave to us, not the Lows thai the Government

need 1o learn more about what you're tearing up.

And Pve also scen what, what those oil instills upon s,

development mreas leave behind. 13 bn't pretiy. So with that | think thot 1 bawve jusi
1 guess that's it aboul picked op on everything. Like | suid, we've
MR GRIFFITH: Thank you, Nikki. been destroying my sacred sites, and | ask protection
Michial Garvin for thase.
ME. GARVIN: [ want o thank you for Thank you,

giving me a chance 1o speak. It's G-a-revei-n MR GRIFFITH: Thank you, Michial.
That's my poverninen? name. Everybody Chelsca Kesselheim

MS. KESSELHEIM: I'm Chelsea Kesselheim,
speaking for myself. C-h-c-l-5-c-a,
K g-g-8-g--ht- -

That prohably teok one of my mmutes.

said & lot

My Elder talked, and Soldier Wolf
talked, and even my white brather over there talked in
a good way, 5o | don't know what to say, | wrote a

few things down Mozt of what [ wanl to gay has been said, but ['ve
We need to copcentrote and think sbout spent some Lime thinking sbout this, so | think | can

ot children that are not vet born. This plan jus: gAY il

goes 10, 20 years. Development changes our environment, and

We've boen here for thousands of years.
And we need o look past two or three genemtions.

We need to look toward seven
generations, That 15 the way the Native people look
toward, seven gencranons from now.

Think shout that i'd hike io, other We find walls exsting where deer used
aliernatives of dnlling our naturs) resources. t0 bed down. And we see polluted rivers shudged by,

!ﬂ’wﬂ o B3)
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it changes us. And there is »o going back.

When we po back to our own hometowns,
mavbe 40 yeurs later, what do we find? 'We find lots
of large bouses, often standing where grassy hills
uscd 1o be.
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whiere hundreds of, and thousands of birds once rose
from chear water in the morming mist.

The Red Desert & one of Amenca's
remaining somewhat wild places. 1t is geographically
and uniguely & desent enclosed by & gplit i the
wﬁﬁ&,lmﬂwmhhm

irwarrd springs.

Yet it sustains herds of elk, antelope,
buffalo, wikd horses, nesting sage, faloons, and
migram birds. Odd fosils indicate that this arcs was
inhabited in other epochs by species thal are pow
extingt

Buifalo jumps and sites sacred to the
Indiars fill the landscape. The Fed Desert is 2 rare
place in u broadening and developing country, moss of
which have bost their native birds and plants, their
forests, and even ther deserts to oil development and
other kinds of development.

The vibruni arca of the Jack Mormow
Hills, snd the rest of this Red Desert, will be
serious by impacied if 200, a1 the least, 200 oil and
gas wells, with their ngs and the criss-cross of
roads, end the trucks, all cul 1o develop there, This
acundy extreme in & way, but | have recently heard
that the Powder River Basin, which is now proposing to

i R SRRl e T R,
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All right, 50 we're out there af
campsites. The BLM puts up a "Wilderness Study Area,
Cloked." op there.

O course we respect them, W don't
take a vehicls in

We'ne not albowed. But we'll walk back
in there.

The weird thing about 1t was thst fater
o0 in some of the Desert trips, we've come across “No
Trespassing” signs put up by oil compenies. Now, it
says right here in the book tht fedeml Leass or
Permit holders may nol exclude public from these
permit areas if the approprisle essement exists, such
as existing roads. i

But it seye:  Howewer, some srcas mary be
closed to public entry by order of the Federl Land
Management Agency, An example of this is 8 mining
operation that hes been closad for ressons of puhlic
saffety.

S0 out there, you're mot
going o be able io drive out end see 1 unbess you
have light aireraft. “You'd be able 1o see things from
the air.

And thoss of you that do want to go
there, the Wyoming Stanrte £-3-303, criminal trespass:
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bave 31,000 methane wells, compared o Norh
American’s equivalent of the Rubr Valley in Germany,
Germany's most industrial developed erea.

Whether we be hunters, ranchers,
recTeationists, artists, the bumas Tﬁtlﬂ“ﬂ'ﬂ- the
solitude of open spaces, Also, in the past and the
future required, i 15 & requirement that we preserve
this wrique land which 15 our home o us.

1 support the Citizens” Wildlife and
Wildlands Alternative as perhaps our best chance to
fulfill our obligations. Let's sive what we can.

ME. GRIFFITH: Thank you, Chelsea

Sieve Pearson

MR PEARSON: Thanks, F'm Steve
Pearson, Pe¢-a-r-g=0-n.

I'm representing mynelf. 1 look a adl
these people, and | thought the Red Desert was the
best-kepl secret on the planet.

T've only seen sbout 40 owt there, And
generally when | go out there | only see maybe ane
other vehicle, and it's miles pway,

So anyhow, what | would like to address
here is the Bsue that has been kind of, been tough
for me 4o deal with, snd it's this BLM public sccess
publication bere. And anybhow, I'm terrible at this.

Fax 1-307-334-2433
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Criminal trespass is n misdemeanor, of which by, you f
will be imprisoned by not more than six months or not
more than $750 or both.
Thank yoa.
ME. GRIFFITH: Thanks, Steve. Justa

CoeTimenL
This sounds burcaucratic, but | just

CHCOUrAgE you 10 cofme indo the Lasder Offioe and put a
response in to thal. I'm sure you can get that
through.

Thariks for raising that.

Okay, Richard Hipp. Richad Hipp.

That rust have been the goy that ran for
pizza. Okay, how about Scott Bocticher?

ME. BOETTCHER: Scott Bosticher,
S04, B-oet-t-c-her. Firstofall, ] would
fike to thank the BLM for opening up this forum for
the general public.

And [ would like to thank them for
wiold like to talk about is the sage grouse and the
sage grouse buffer,

Right now the current EI5 calls for
a~guarter of i mile buffer within the sage grouse
bulTering sites. Clait E. Braun, in, of the Jounal

short

23 (Pages 36 1o §9)
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of Wildlife Mansgement in 1999 published o stady
where 90 percent of the sage prouse nest within fowr
miles of it

Of that 90 percent, spproximately
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Az of yet, and I've been around & kot of
the country, and 1 haven't found anyplace that | cin
see myself really living long-term, because here in
Lender, or here in Wyaming is the onby place that ['ve

oatfirtery that we've heand lestimony on before for &
sustainihle use m the Jack Mormow Hills. 0l and gas
is obwiously nol sustsinable, and therclore we should
not count om the income for larpe periods of tine,
either in tax revenue or for personal, you know,

Thank you to the BLM. 1 realiy
appreciate the time offered.

ME. GRIFFITH: Thank you, Scoti.

Seott Clabby,

MR CLABBY: That is Clabhy,
Cl-a-b-b-y. And 1 guess | would just like to give
quick rebuttal to those who hove emphssized the
impaortance of oil and gas revenoe in providing
TESOAICES 10 OUF young

I'm 23, | grew up here in Lander, and
like s ot of vther peaple my ape e tried 1o move
away from Wyoming severl times.

But ] keep coming back. And the reason
1 keep coming hack ix because every time [ go
samewhere else, | miss the land heve.

Fax 1-307-334-2433
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5  two-thirds nest within the first two months, So 2s we found where [ feel like 1 can live my life io the
6 ook ot the quarter-mile buffer, we realice that it mrindst of o Inndscape that is sil] besutifil and
7 meeds 1o be at bewst two miles, if not three, ond majestic, and a landscape that is untamed and unbroken
§ prefembly four. s of et And that means a lof o me.
2 That would grve the sage grouse the best And that means & lot to other people my
10 protection possible. Currently I'm working on a Grant 10 age, snd young folks who are living bere in Wyaming
11  funded by BRIM where we are Inoking al sage grouse. 11 right now. And so | guess | would say that if’ you
12 And they ure very sensitive o human 12 want to lalle about providing far our young people, how f
13  intrusion. Aress where major county roads mm 13 aboat providing us with some reasons ood 1o Move awdy,
14 through, sage grouse likely will just abandon them; 14 By leaving some of our wild places alone? i
15 just s out sbandon. 15 MR. GRIFFITH: Thank you, Scott
16 Anather thing thai 1 would like o talk 16 Bart Koshler.
IT  about is primaniy the opposition against this Plan 17 MFE. KOFHLER: Thank you. My name is
18 for conservation and oil and gas dnling. And for 1§ Bart Koehler, K-o-e-hl-e-r
19 the oil and gas the primary motive seems 1o be the 19 Last night | testified in behalf of the
20 cconomic reasons, 0 Wilderness Sociely down in Rock Springs, and I'm
21 You know, as & concermned citizen of 21 iestifing as @0 American who has known and loved
2} Wyuming and its future, you know, | would like w0 212 ‘Wyoming for more than 30 years. My ald friend, John
23 brng up the fnct that the economics provided by ofl 23 Bell, who is sitting oul there, once wrote, *There are
24  and gas is highly boom and bust. 'What's going lo 24  certain plices that always give you & trill.”
25  ‘happen in 20 years when oil and gas compenies pull out L. He's right. One such place is the heart
Fage 51 Fage 01
of the Jock Momow Hills? of the Red Desert
Thie schools are going 1o lose their 1 believe that there is no place like
funding. What is going 1o happen then?” the Red Desert on this planet. Yesterday when we went
We peed 10 rely on sustainable down o the Rock Springs iflg W CAME BOrOES P

rings, the reminders of the Shoshoni peopls who have
cndured thousands of years.

The rings ccho secred circles of lifs,
and the growing heartheat of Mother Enth. [ also
know that muny ranchers have lived on this land and
respeciad this place.

I have no beef with the local ranchers.
My beel is with thase who believe that having 55
percent of the HLM lands of Wyoming open for oil and
gas is pot enough.

My beef is with those that believe that
this wild part of the Red Desent should not be off
limiis to more damage and the oll-ioo desmuctive hand
of man. It was very lale las night when we drove
back from Rock Springs, and | swear (hit | sw several
juckalope gitting along side the rosd.

And they were holding big signs sying,
"W support the Citizens' of Wildlife and Wildlands
Alternative.® For the Record, | support those
jackalope, and 1 urge you to as well.

For the Record, the Citizens”

1-B00-435-2468
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Alicroative i @ true balance multiple-use

Finally the word "patriol.® [t means
someone who honors his or her country and protects
their country from harm.

Ad the true spinit of patriotism,
Wyoming citizens are calling for lasting profections,
and I emphasize "lasting protections” for the Red
Desert. Theodore Roosevelt called conservation a
preat morsl issue and our patristic dury,

How many times have we asked for the Red
Desent to be protected? How many more times do we
bave o ask?

1 urge you now to prodect the Red Deseri
finally and forever, As Olaus Murie said 50 years
ngo, "God bless America. Let's save some of i1.*

Thank you.

MR. GRIFFITH: Thank you, Best

Steve Jones,

MR. JONES: Thanks, My numne is Sicve
lones, l-o-n-e-5.

I, | support the Citizens' Wildlife and
Wildlunds Altemative. And | do ok if's &
to remnember, as Harold Scholl mentioned earlier, in
terms of the wildemess that is proposed 1o be
preserved, even in the good consenvation alemative,
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think s0.

Mot if you are a responsibie caretaicer
for that painting  And any responsible carctaker of
the Red Desert has pot to seek 1o pressrve it in its
nnfural state,

1t's a work of art, and we need o
preserve it Nope of the exisung aliematives do

that.
And again, | urge you to support the
Citizens’ Wildlife and Wildiznds Alternative. Thank

MRE. GRIFFITH: Thanks, Steve.

Ir's 2 serious topc, but | am being
entertzned. Thank you

Ty Mack.

MR MACE: My name is Ty Mack. That's l
Ty, Ma~c-k

1 grew up in Lander, and | would suppart
the Citizens' Wildlife and Wildlands Allernative. As
you folka heve sesn wday, & bot of people find value
in it 1o preserve and prodect the Red Desert for s
whole bunch of reasons, whether ics, whetber ifs
brcause it's 8 sacred place and it's your homeland, or
‘whether ir's wildlifie habitat, or whether it's jusia
place where you can go out and get Jost and stub your
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E—-—-—-Hl-ll-—l—
Rl o

Zl

Page U5

isn't m very small ares in the Red Desert

And as Bart mentioned, 95 porcent of the
BLM lands are subject 1o oil and gas lcasing. 5o we
need io keep that in mind. -

It is a very reasomable Aliemative, and
| urge the BLM to consider jt. Although Leopold tlks
about thinking like » mountam, what he meant by that
i that it's imporant to think sbout what's pood for
the landscape for long-term.

So it is important that when the BLM
makes this decision, that you think like the Desert
and you think shout how fagle it is. 11 important
thiat you think sbout te whole benefit of 1his
landizcape for the long term.

The Red Diesert iz & beantifil area wath
a rare Degent elk berd, oddly shaped boodoos, the
plistening sand dunes, and ot and lots of silesce
In effect, it's & living, breathing, natural work of
art.

And i [ were 1o tell you that [ was
Buing 1o paint & linke black mustache an the Mona
Lizs and tell you that, "Well, it's okay because,
afier all, it's only going 1o affect only one and
a-halfl percent of the whole painting and so it really
won't hurt a thing,” would you let me do it? 1 don't

R LR e e n R E R S Evnusn s =
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toe on & cactus and scramble down a sand dune.
But the Jack Mormow Hills area really

hix value primarily as open space, 85 2 wild place,

::MuthummhmﬂMMMum

development.
And | think that we need o look at 2
longer tern. Look for more thisn just & few years,

whers if, that, those wild spaces and those open,
undisturbed places that make Wyoming & piace that we
wamni 1o live and that people wani 1o visit. Thanks.
MR. GRIFFITH: Thanks, Ty.
MR FREITAG: My neme is Dave Freitng,
F-p-&-i-t-8-g, and | represent the Wasatch Mountuin
Placer Association. For the past several years my
fomily and [ have held several gold clhiims on the
Dickie Springs-Ovegon Buttes gold deposit which lies
on northern boundary of the planning ares.
This deposit, whech covers an arza of
over ten scure miles, was first discoversd over 130
yeurs ugo by some of the first settlers crossing
‘Wyoming along the Fionesr Trail. In [ B9, a British

Fax 1-307-334-2433
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company hired a comgulting engineering by the name of
Edward Green (phonetic), who completed one of the most
comprehensive studies of this dspoart todey.

With the help of 24 men, be dug over
2,700 test beds within this area, His conchasion was
that this deposit held more than 3.5 million cunces of

gold

He belicved that this deposit could be
mined for &t least 30 years, This deposil was oot
wiudied sgain until 1978, when Devid Love and two
nssocinles from the U8, Geological Survey ook
another hard look at the onigin and find of the Dickie
Springs-Oregon Buties gold deposit.

With over B0 samples taken, Love
determined that the area may hold over 2E million
ounces of gold, and s1i]] this does not factor in the
hididen-lode source. At today's pold price, that would
equal over §9 billion, making this & workd-class gold
deposit.

Since that survey was finished 25 years
dgo, no other surveys have been dope 10 this date,
With the refease of the Supplemental Draft, it has
been stated that this deposit only holds one million
ounces of gold, and that the potential for n
large-senle pold mining operation is low.
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As | said in the beginning of this
statement, oy family and | have been testing and
samphing this deposit since 1995, 'We hold over 800
acret of valsd placer gold elaims along the region now
kmowm s South Pass Summdt

In theat time we have tested over 100
samples from this area. We belbeve that this area
shows 1 very high potential for o large-scale pokd
mining operation, but with the aftematives thai are
Thefore us todey, that option would be dismissed

| canmol express enough that a new and
thorough study needs 1o be performed on this deposit
before sy decisions e made 1o it fulere, The
windy also neads o be performed by a third party,
such as the Wyoming Geological Survey, n study that
rhlfpﬂhblﬁnupu:ill imterest belund its

1f this deposit has shown, onoe again,
10 be n world-class deposit, then the benefits to the
people and the cconomy of the Siate of Wyoming would
bbe significant. The decisions made with the owtcome of
this Draft will affect this area for the next 20 yeurs
0T IHre,

I can only bope that our dreams and
those of the first pioneers over a hondred years ago

——
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So today | have 1o ask the goestion:
Where did the facts come from that this figure's based
en? 1 wanted W question Dave Valenzueils, the
geologist who helped prepure this information, bat |
found that be is no longer working for the Burcau of
Mismgement.

Lared

[ wanted to question the new geologist
1 the last meeting here, but she was scheduled for
other priorities. | was able to tlk to Stuan Strong
(phonetic), an sssociate in & consulting firm based in
Houston, Texas, that preparcd this Draft, bt his
AREWETR Were vague ot best

1 have made pumerous calls to the Fureau
of Land Menagement to try to pin down where this
iffarmition came from io see the documeniation that
these fucts were hased on. Based on what Mr. Strong
had enid gt the last meeting, 1 called the Wyoming
State Geological Survey and spoke with Dan Heusel, who
15 the Semior Ecomomic Geologist.

He informed me that no one had contacied
him in regards 1o this deposit, but that he also had
very optimistic feclings about this deposit, and fch
that it required finther study. So again [ have 1o
suy: Where did the facts come from that base this
sudy?

26 (Papes 98 10 101)
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who lost their lives there, who planned a town there,
who found their American dream there, anc oce again
no silenced. Thank you

MR GRIFFITH: Thank you, Duve.

Liz Howell, the Wyoming Wilderneass
Association,

MS. HOWELL: Thank you, Marty.

I'm Liz Howell, }I-o-w-t-l-l of ithe
Wyoming Wildemess Associntion, Wei-d,
IHd-e-r-n-e-5-5.

Are there any Congressional Reps out |
there? Radse your hand.

{Whereupon, 3 response was had.)

MS. HOWELL: Great. | hope that vou are
taking notes.

This is a very important national area.
Thank you for coming.

And thanks 1o the BELM. 1ama
thifd-generation Wyomingiie.

My prandfather actaally ook a
stapecoach across the Red Desert o get to Worland io
the Bagin country. 1 have a gread story aboot him.
Amyway, the Wyoming Wildemess
Association i a revitalized group who have been
sdvocating for the protection of Wyoming's wildlands

Rl ]
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simce 1979, We'll be subminiag more extensive
COMTHTATLE,

Tack, the Red Deser, the Jack Morrow
Hills is one ‘of those places that should have been
long ago congressionally protected and set aside, The
Jack Momow Hills was set apart from the BLM's
planning of the Green River RMP, we think becmuse, not
because of its greal energy resources, but for its
extraordingry values for wildemess, wildhife, and

The oil and gas industry knows that
there 150t much potential in the Jack Momow Hills.
They just can't give the American people one square
inch of protected landscapes.

Of the 622,000 acres of the Jack Mormow
Hills Stdy Area, there are seven Wildemess Snady
Arcas, totaling 117,000 acres. The Wyoming Wilderness
Coalitvon conducled their own inventory and found
233,004 pcres i 18-, in 1989,

Recent new imventories reveal an
additional 50,000 acres. Two bundred and eighty
trousand acres of wild, pristine desen country o get
lost in, 1o humt elk withowt molors, noise, or
civilized, industrialized infresions swais.

Cmly the Criizens" Wildlands and

o T LA de R B e

minersl exploration do not adequately take imto
#tcount the long-term recreational velues and
financial potential this vast, great desert offers to
the recreation industry.

We alwuys, ] mesn, we always hear about
the econmic Jost from nod being able to expand oil
and gad production. Little congideration & given 1o
the permunent economoc loss of visual quality of
recreation,

Incrested road construction, increased
traffic, increased noise, increased il and gas
prowhactiom, and mineral extraction that usss
are not conducive of the long-term visual and
recreatsonal values this country has to offer. We do
not aocept the coneept of incressed extraction end
expansion, while permanently reducing or elimmating
the acsthetic recrestional value.

‘We're not opposed to multiple-use
extraction, mnd recognize the unforunate everwhe iming
dependence on mysell, our country, and our socicty hes
on extraciod nonfenewable resources. However, we are
opposed 1o multiple-use extraction on public lands a
the expense of physical and economic acsthetic values
that the Red Dies=nt offers.

=
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Wildlife Altermative will protect the Hills
adequately. This world is changing (oo rapidly,

We have to seek the course that makes us
thrive, not materially, but from our bearts. Please
prodect the Jack Mormow Hills.

Thank you.

MR. GRIFFITH: Thanks, Liz.

Scon WoodnfT.

ME. WOODRUFF: Thank vou. My nume is
Scott Woodnuff, W-o-o-d-r-u-If,

1 owm & commercial outfitting business
here, and | operste on some of the lands in the Jack
Momow Hills. [ wanied to sy | was real encouraped
with some of the younger comments tonight.

Ifs, it's good to see thai that's ool
there. Some of us are getting old and far, and hope
that they catch ihe bug.

I've taken more of & position of
econonics, and I'm guing 1o analyze that. We support
the least mmpact of the viswal and acsthetic values o
s country.

Without the meredible vast and omque
visual values this srea offers, it would not be
considered desirable or & remurkable gres for
recreation. The proponents of incressed oil, pas, ond

b e SRR e e R
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Corporate clamms thai the modem end the
envirommentally sound extrciion and transporation
methods are cost-prohititive is an unacceptable,
fizcal, self-serving answer, especially when the
nliemative is extermination of (his valunblz, visual
resource. We will be supporimg the Citizens'
‘Wildlands and Wildlife Alternative.

MR. GRIFFTTH: Thanks, Scott.

Jolene Catron

MS. CATRON: Good evening, everybody.
My name & Jolens Catron.

That's J-o-l-e-n-g, C-a-1-r-0-n. And
I'm here speaicing o & concerned citizen,

I live here in Lander. I'm origmally
from MNew Mexico.

1 am both Navabo and Laguna, and my clan
on the Navaho side is Tolaheedliingi, which is *The

Water Comes Together People.™ [ have pages and puges

of comments, bui ['m just peing o oy o summarize
the best that | can.
Throughout thes SDEIS much care has been
mide to designate the American Indisn sites as
respected places, | am not & member of the Shoshone
or the Arapabo Tribes, 50 | cannot speak for them, but
= 3 concerned citizen and an enrolled memiber of the

Fax 1-307-334-2433

BUNN & ASSOCIATES

1-B00-435-2468

bunnworldwide@compuserve.com
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Mavaho Muotions, this protection of mcred sites
ofientimes comes up againgt the ssme kinds of
buresucratic lip service.

| premise that these siles are indeed
yeart of established federal Indian Law, presidentual
Executive Orders, and inernal memoranda developed by
federal agencies with the BLM included There i n
large disparity betwesn protections planned for other
resources, such as the Wilderness Study Aress, and
protected species ireas, companed 1o Native American
sites.

Crversll, Indisn sites receive far less
recognition, study, end protection from harm. There
i an important sucredness not recognized by, there is
un important sacredness not recogmized, — Oh, sorry.
= recognized by Native Tribes that zre buried
arcas within the Red Desert.

This SDEIS does not addreis these
insues, and instead, proposcs & one-sire-fits-all,
which is a 100-foot buffer 10 respect these sites.
Section 1.6 — 1 also have some comments regarding
envircamenial justice, and in the, in the SDEIS it
farther states that these areas are not likely to be
impacied by actions withi the planning area, given

EEEEE;;:;;:EG:Ewwqmuqu—
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the past

And | think the BLM should weigh these
comuments in the spirit that they we given. The
peaple who strongly fivor the system's conservational
aliermative in the pest reincamation of this sudy
were not sheep that were blindly led, bul people who

were perhaps somewhit intimidated, as I am, by the
weight of the Federal Government.

Perhaps they don't wani to stand up and
speal. And aluo, T think many of us wonder if values
that carry no dollar signs are really lisiensd to.

We signed these cards in the hopes. that
facts thet are on these cards will lend weight o what
we know in cur heart 10 be true. And what we know
wright kind of, as stakeholders, i that we value the
Hed Desert.

And when we say tha! Wyoming is like no
plece on earth, we are thinking of the vistas and
vastness of the areas like the Jack Morrow Hills.
When | recenily visited the Jonah Ol Field near
Pinedale, ] saw first-hand what oil and gas
development docs 1o the fragile Wyoming landscipe.

Orwver in that area, no place like carth,

"Like no piace on sarth,” has a totally different
meaming. | felt like | had entered a borrific science

D0 el B LA

i
e et

14

Page 107

the geographic distance between the Reservations and
the ripenan arca; basically saying that their
actions, the BLM actions won't have any sdverss
effects on the minority populations in the
Feservation.
And this ks noosease, This is like
saying people in Riverton and people in Duboss ars not
wwmmwhmmwnm
within Fremont or Sweetwater County.
Thank you.
MR. GRIFFITH: Thanks, Jolenc.
Barbara Cukleaf.
ME OAKLEAF: I'm Barbara Onkleaf,
O-a-k-lc-a-f Pve attended all of the public
meetings held here in Lander 1o the Red
Deesert and the Jack Morrew Hills, and T've continually
beard shout stakeho]ders.
Stakeholders are those who have
something to gain or something 10 bose in this
decision-making process. 1t seems o me that the
mapority of stakeholders are like me.
‘We have nothing to pam financially, but
‘we have a greal deal to lose. Many of us do not have
facts and figures 1o throw into this debate, and thas
many people who fieel as T do have signed post cands in

28 (Pages 106 1o 109)
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fiction movie on some distant and definitely hostile
planet.

It resembles nothing om this earth
except 8 very unorganized, unplunnod mdustrisl park
that any city would be ashamed of. In the long run,
we have mare 1o gain by remaining in this special spot
on this planet, by selling our past and future
henitage with linde regard to whai we already bave.

People in Teton County thought that the
formation of Teton Mational Park would bankrupt their
county. Instead, it increased their revenues,

I support the Citizens' Alternative, the
Wildlife and Wildlands Alernative, bocause 1 think it
favors the wildlife and our fumere. Thanks

MR, GRIFFITH: Thank you, Barbara.

Marian Donne, representing Friends of
the Red Diesert, Fremont County Chapter

M5, DOANE: | mm Manan Doane. That's
M-g-r-i-a-n, D-o-a-n-e.

1 am & natural scientist. 1 am here
representing the Fremaont County Friends of the Red
Desen.

And we will subsmit written comments with
all of our specific conpcerns. 1 would like to start
oul with a quole taken from the first DIS, DEIS, Page

1-B00-435-2468
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235, writien by the Rock Springs BLM, and released in
2000,

Qwote: Maintaming connectivity beaween
impartant habitats, crucial winter ranges, severe
winter relief areaz, eallfening habitats, migmeory
communities, and forest-type habitat within the
planning ares is paramoun! (o sustaining viable
big-game herds and other wildlife. Fragmentation of
these crucial habitats will not sustzin bip-game
populations indefindtely, anguote.

We support the Citizens' Wildlife and
Wildlands AJternative because it does insure the
long-term survival of the Red Desert elk and the
pronghom aniclope herd, and other wildlife. [t will
protect many Mative American caltural sites and
historical landmarks,

It waill prevesd new roads and
developments in roadless areas. 1t will allow for
Ak il ekt sl new o3 o

i prohibit 21l new ol and
mdwmmnmuwﬂ:
calling for rade-in and for buy-oui of existing
leases, Scicotists have been mmazed by the number of
different remarkabile valies found to occar in the

Fagella

hand leng. | wish thet 1 was bom in Wyoming, b T
wasn'l

But once J saw it, | koew that [ wag
foing  spend the rest of my life here. I've been in
Wyoming 22 ycars.

And [ heve otherwise recreated
throughout most of western Wyoming, but
lso in the Jack Momow Hills. 1, | have a PhD. in

to sy i anything epecial, it | did spend almost o
decade in Rock Springs writing industrial impacts oa
wildlife,

I wigh | was stll domg that wday,

I'm not,

But when | first visited the Jack Morrow
Hﬂhiﬁim.]“lmﬂh}'itmbﬂu]r,ﬂn
feeling of sclitude, and the abundance of wildlife.
And for a while that was a presiy exciting experience.

I reviewed the Jack Mormow Hills CAR end
m struck by the feeling that the BLM views multiple
use to cnly oil, gas, and mining, keaving other
recreational values, other recreational uses such as
hunting &nd s0 on in o back seat, with any other
concerns for wildlife in the same place. The Impact
Amnalysis for wildlife oaly mentions possible impacts

Pl o e ek btV R R
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soology and wildhife management, which | am nod trymeg
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622,000 acre Jack Morrow Hills.

Virtually no part of the Jack Mormrow
Hills area is lacking i special values, Seven
Wildernena Study Areas, two ACDE, and & long list
there that | could tell you about

Let's just get to the end. With oaly
two percent of the Red Desert inventoried, we belicve
thait thee are many more wonders 1o be found ow

there.

Last night at the Fock Springs hearing 1
hqudi]-drnjr,‘BLMupindum:qrslhqhaHM
drill where the oil is." Well, we say, we have to say
wild, open spaces stay where wild, open spaces are.

ME. GRIFFITH: Thanks, Marian.

Sieve Plai
i h&lm: M}:mh&:vr.l’hu.

po "e” i river. I'm representing
myself, and [ do not seek, noe will T accep
designation as u clder, even though | em.

[ would like io say everything that all
of the other comservation aliemative people have
snd Of course, [ don'l think that we're going to
et all that said again.

What | would like 1o do is, i kind of
ETve you my own views through my lile microseope

Page 113

for thase wildlife, end really makes no quantifiable
statement about what might bappen.

Well, 1 think if, what might happen, as
simed, 15 you'd see, and as many people in here that
are bere now, as bunters also bere wanting to protect
ﬁdrrbuﬂtimulvlht-

derm:l afler which the o
among pants, W following
ocourmed: §

MR PLATT: | prefer the Preferred

past hearings have been ignosed,

1 think thas the way the BLM is headed,
it's Zoing to go down in history & the major
contributar to the demise of wildlife, not oaly in

5 look to future generstions and what we're going 1o
leave fior them, and quick thinking of the end of our
nose. Thank you

MR GRIFFITH: Thanks, Steve.

Andrea Caro-, Ceroveid. 1 beg your

' MS. CEROVSKI: That was pretty good.
¥ou shoukd see how it's usually butchered.
My name i5 Andrea Cerovski, A-n-d-r-e-a,

e (] o — iy
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C-g-r-o-v-5-k-1. Tomght | present my teslimony & a
ciiizen concemed aboud the fwie of the Red Desert,

However, my vocation as s pongame
biologist for the Wyoming Game and Fish Department,
and my other profestion as the president of the Red
Detert Audubon Socicty, lend credibility to my
testimony. As many have stated, the acsthetic beaury
ind quality-of-life opportmities that the Red Desent
provides are immensely important

1 not only work in the Jack Morrow Hills
area, bui | hont there. | fish there.

mclustrialized markings of modern man, is vital (o te
Jack Morrow Hills.

The long view is there now, and it
should remain there for futire genenitions to
wperence, We all know the criticad-habitat
components that the Red Desert provides for the some

350 wildlife species that inhabit the ares,
Pronghorn, greater wm elk, moad
even wild hores have already been mentioned.

However, tomight I spcak for the nongame binds and
mammals of the Red Desert, for they, too, necd a
volce,

g e 8w fad - SR it SR ST GEE
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will inlerate, particularly those who rely on
mobilization 1o attract males. Sare, aress shove
these thresholbds wall still have birds, —

A SPECTATOR: Time.

MS. CEROVSEL Well, I would like 0 say
that | suppont the Citizens' Wildlife Alternative snd
that there should be mone studics on the impacts of
other species before the oil and gas and mining
QUCUTS.

Thank you.

MR GRIFFITH: Thank you, Andrea.

Judy Inberg.

ME. INBERG: My name 5 fudy Inberg,
Judy, Ju-d-y, bo-b-e-g. I'm from Biverion.

TI'm bere a8 o privaie citizen |
suppor the Citizens' Wildlife and Wetlands {(sic)
Ahsmative for the Jack Morrow Hills Plan.

Specifically, | am interested m
mamtaining the view-scape. 12 is thrilling 1o stand
on the Cregon Treil and experience the grandeur of the
lemdscape as 1t must have been for the proneers and
the Native peopie who were here first,

There is to0 much roads end power lines,
development of gas wells, and all the equipment and
noise thal gees with that would iotally change this

Page 115

There are eight species classified as
sagebrush obligates, That is the species thal arc
restricied fo sagebrush habitat during the bresding
SEASON OF Year-round.

In addition to the pronghom and greater

sage grouse, other sagebrush obligetes species melude
the sage thrasher, the sage spamow, the brewer
sparmow, the pygmy rabbit, the sagebrush lizard, and
the sapehrush vole, Two of these species have nlready
been petitioned o lisi them as threalened and
endangered species, the greater sage grouse and the
pyEmy mbbit.

O 2 landscepe scale, Wyoming provides
the preatest smount of habitat for these obligstes
than any other State in the Motion, This s a
mpm‘hﬂm'wlhmldmtmw;r

For years T've conducted a bird
wmﬂ:mghshﬂmolﬁ:hihhm
Hills mea. In the absence of industrialization, the
nongame birds and sagebrush obligate species that |
mentioned are present in good nurnbers because their
required habitat is still relatively in tact,

However, recent research i the Pinedale
arca mnd in New Mexico and Oregon i is revealed that
there is a threshold of relevant and nokse that birds

Eﬁmﬁgzzsgﬂzzazaﬁnumuhuu—
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experience. And it would never be reguined.

I e abways concemed with wildlife,
wildlife habiiat issues, no matter where development
occurs. We have sach 4 uniqoe lapdscape in the Red
Dezert, and in the Jack Momow Hills in particular,
that 1 feel that 1t would adversely affect the

wildlife, specifically the anielope and Desert elk
herd roaming and dev
hndlwun]ldmhnrﬁnhu‘smmu
on all the other species. It was very inleresting

1 feed that the BLM has a responsibility
to manage these lands for future gencrations, also.
That means protecting wilderoess study aras,

Desmoying these lands for shori-term
firancial geins, ignoring scence-based studics, and
igmioring 12,000 public commenits calling for protection
of the area scems 0 o aguinst managing Thess lands
fior their pressrvation. And Id like vo add that |
abways wiite letiers. instend of sending post cards
becauss | don't think they pay atiention to them.

And now | spent all the time writing
these betiers and they still don't pay attention to
them.

MR. GRIFFITH: Thank you, Judy.

Martun Blackburn, Young Warmiors.
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ME. BLACKBLURN: ['ve been waiting so
long my paper is all wrinkled up bere. M-a-r-1-i-n,
B-le-c-k-b-u-rn,

1 represent the Young Warmors' Society
for teorth: the Shoshon and the Arspaho of the Wind
River Reservation here. A lot of our young people
have come together and lisiened 1o those traditions of
wha we ane and where we came from.

And we iry io hang onto those, and we
try 10 preserve our culture, our languape, and all of
those things that have kepl us alive all these years,
centuries, and so forth. | spent & considerahls
amound of e talking with our elders, and our elders
121l us how 1o eonduet yourselves and how 1o have
respect for Mother Earth.

The ceremanies thut we have, the
ceremonies teach us ow o conduct yourself and take
care of the land that has been given 1o us from the
beginning of time. Amnd waler s & real important

It is a real importand element in our
life. Water, it is part of our circle of tife.

It kecps us going. And there is water
oul there, and there ane sacred ot there in
these mountains, i these areas out in the Red Desen

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ:::a:::::;amumusuu-
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of you for vour effarts and continoe protecting that.

Thank you.

MR GRIFFITH: Thanis, Martin.

Warren Ulmer wath the Wyoming

1c Research

MR ULMER: My name is Warren Ulmer,
U-l-m-g-r, and ] am & consultamt with Wyoming
A ic Reseurch. And first of all | want to ey
that | am for the Cittzens” proposal.

And | want 16 do & quick education here
about what we know sboud the visual values, the
nercebols, and the atiospheric chemistry that is poing
on, a5 I'm the only asrosol stmosphenic chemist in the
immediate area. For me — You would have 1o go down
0 L'W otherwise.

For me it would be a personal finmncial
pain if there was development here. | could work with
the gas companies and work with other people in that
infrastracture hinng me (o do studies.
in saving this. And what do we know about what's
going on in the arsa?

What are the visual values? Well, not
much, to Lzl you the tnuth.

The closest we have are the improved
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And when coalbed methane — The impacts
of coalbed methane affects the water, and ir's very
hard o, to bring that back. Yoa know, it's
destroyed,

And, you know, somebody has to speak for
the water. Somebody has 1o speak for those ammals.
And I'm thanicdol thar all of you are

here, Friends of the Red Desert. All my relation's
brere, vou know, 1o have care for that, and | thank you
for that.

Hmwwnrmwm
before the concept of statehood, before the concepl of
reservations, this wis all apen land  This waz a
:hn-udlud.

What was stated in the BLM, one of the
plans that, that the Tribes here aren't affecied by
that, yeah, that's ridiculous, becarse we traded, all
the Tribes here, before statchood snd everything like
that. We traded with ooe another in four directions,
the people up north, the people to the west, and 1o
the exst gnd down soith.

And | wanted to teke it upon oyself o
contact the rest of our relatives in our area that
tradied, and they huve specific value 1o those arcas.
And my ume i up, and | would sall like to thank all

BN N e R e E N S EvmuanE LN =
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shies, which is the — | can never remember this
acromym. — Interagency Monitoring Protecied Vissal
Environmenl 'We have two sites here in the local
area, both in the Wind River Mountaing, one in
Yellowstone, &nd then | hope 1o develop one in the
Wind River Basin nexi year.

And what are they showing about the air
thit we have in this immedinie area? Well, whal is
wumwummmum
b

The Jonah Field has substantially
imperative air quality sround here, We've all seen
that

When we go over io Pinedale we can't see
the Wind Rivers anymors. In meteorology we call that
panticulate maner af ten microns, and that is what
we're worricd aboul,

And we're wormed shoud roads that would
be m the Red Deseri area oo there. We need o siop
all of this dust coming up, even if we have more
people vistting the area just as tourists.

This shows up well in arcas lke
Gillette, where the Wyoming DEQ) is poing nuts trying
to fignere cut what they are doing with all the dust up
there. And here we talic aboud 2065 wells that are
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open-cnded.

And what's going to happen around bere?
The Basin |s ydrologically chosed, bui ir's also
meteorobogically closed.

'We imow aboul the great windstorms here,
but for the most part 1t's a closed basiz.

MR GRIFFITH: Time's up.

ME. ULMER: Chkay. And lastly, the
Southwest Wyoming Technical Air Forum recent stady
that was just recently puhlished shows the same thing.
11l So what [ would like lo say once miore
11 agmin is;: Lats support thas Citirens' proposal here
13 and keep visual clarity in the Red Desert basin

Ew-qmunu!—

14 MR. GRIFFITH: Thank you, Warren
15 Melissa Mucller,

16 A PTARTICIPANT. She beft.

17 MER. GRIFFITH: She lefi? Okay.

18 Charics Edwards.

19 ME. EDWARDS: I'm Charles Edwards,
10 E-d-war-ds ve been in Lander for the Last ten
21

1 T've been in Wyoming for the lust 75,
23 Twe visited and worked in the county.

F.L] There is not & spot in Wyoming that

15  doesn'i have beauty 1o somebody. But i we lock up &

L= Q- T S
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They tell you wihen 1o get of T if the
grass is shon. Mo rancher is going to leave his cows
on where there i no grass when be is trying 1o put
two pounds a day on those calves,
With the mining and oil, I'm going o
Just go back 1o what Teno Roncalio sasd a mamber years i
apo. They asked him, *What ahout mining the Red i
Desert™
He said, *You might as well just mine
the bell owt of . [t ada't pood for anything else ™
Well, | can’t agree with him. Anybody
that uses the grest oildoors, | doo't care ifif's a
hunter or camper, oil driller, has got 10 leave it as
good ns he finds it
If you want to see & good example, go
oui on the Coal Mine Road and look at the trash we
huniters leave when we go oud o site in our rifles.
The last week my friend went out there and somebody
ook old T.V. sets out there and used them io shoot at
and left a beautifal mess.
Everybody has got 1o clean up behind
themselves regandless of what your accupation or what
your use i of this public land. Buf we cannot Jock
il up of not make it anymone.
Think you.
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million acres here and & meilion acres there, pretty

soon one half of Wyoming & nol poing (o be here,
There are three industrias that

busically finance the State of Wynming, the top one

being minerls. Il start with fouriem, &8 we all

read in the paper that it produces a billion-cight a

It also emnployes 32,000 people. What is

Tt's not just the people who drive
through here going to Yellowstone Park, 1t is
Enmien, fishermen, backpackers, campers,
snarwmnobilers, four-wheelers, the people that ke the
reat outdoors.

Thed bs towrism tome. S0 i wo close
off an aren we are tnking awey something that we have
o offer 1 people.

Another one, and | haven't heard it
chewed on here tonght, — Thal smared me, - is
ruising of livesiock on public land.  The BLM contrals
those leases.

They are an attractive |eate money-wise,
but 1 think the BLM does a good job of managing thoge
leases. They tell you how many cows, how long, when
and where you can pui your cows.

BR RN e R S e e s S S omut bW —
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MR. GRIFFITH: Thanks, Charles.

Jim Hellyer.

MR HELLYER: Thank you for the
opportunity to comment tonight, My name i Jim
Hellyer.

That's Heg-l-l-y-e-r. I'd like to begin
by thanking the entire RILM feam for years of work.

It's taken vears to get here. We've
been involved in thic for vears.

When this study 15 over and everybody
goos 1o their next study, we're ctill going 1o be
heare. You ‘buat ifs the truth.

Now = Sorry for my cmophatic remarks. |
would also like to express my thanks to the
couporating agencics and County Conenissioners,
Cosversation Districts, the State of Wyoming.

Specifically, the Preforred Alternative
represents a balinced approach to memaging this area.
Thds Prefemed Altcrnative oouts all concems much
miore fairly than the previous approach did so.

Speaking from a ranching perspective,
the Preferred Alternative is & workahle et of poals,
It 15 u Mexible plan.

Talk sbout myeelf here, and whers we
operate, and where we run our cows. We have shout 40

1-B00-435-2468
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percent of the aliotment is wilderness study area, with the Aripaho and the Sheshond many vears ago, |

There is ancther 40 percent thay is would very much like 10 see the Citizens’ Alicmative
ACEC. There is critical elk, there is sape prouse, accepied.
and on and on sod on. MR. GRIFFITH: Thagnks, Carol.
The livestock and their associated Me] Long,
tieeds, water, fences, privase property, roads, all of A SFECTATOR: No.
these things, arc scattered throughout wildemess MR. GRIFFITH: Mo? Oleay.
study aress, eriticsl habftats, ACECs, And this Okary, Laorie Sain

Prefured Alternative provides the flexibility so that

MS. SADY: Thanks, I'm Lausie Sain,

Lea-u-p-i-g, lasi name's S-a-in

1 am speaking as a citizen of Lander and
of Wyoming, We've got so much pressure from the ofl
and gas companies Lo drill, wo take advantage of our
They also tell us if's good for the

our ranch can operate and mainsin its vesds now and

in the fure,
In conjunction with meeting the needs of

the study areas, the ACECS, it's flexible. If ol and

s comes, it provides a mecharsm for us 10 wirk with

oil and gas.
ME. GRIFFITH: Time's up. Thanks, Jim. people of Wyoming because thafs whare we pet o Jot of
Carol our financial support; that's where we get all of our

school suppart. But the oil and gas industry can
ﬂmmﬂmummwm;
And for the last hundred yeam citizens
have wied to protect the Red Desert arca, 1898,
1900, 1960z, 2000, today. Nmety-three of the
citizens supponed the Allernative, 1 heard
Twelve thousand public comments in

Long. .

ME. LONG: My name’s Carol Long,
C-ar-o-l, L-o-negg, 1 live in Caspeer.

My husband and | drove here today
because we thought that it was very important that
other places other then just Lander and Rock Springs
mre heard,

In 1974 my family and | moved 1o, 10
Paint of Rocks, basically, because my hushand went 1o

B b [ ] = e .
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work at fim Bridger. We looked everywhere for a place
to live, and there was no plses io live,

5o what we finally wound up doing was
going to what we call the “Hoba Camp,* which was the
ﬂ'l:l:rm pairk provided by ihe company. Best move I've

It wasn't pretty, | waso'i abways

We didn't have TV, und we didn't have
rudio, but we did have the Deseit. And we spent jus
about every day for two years lesming and
spprecisting and loving the Desert.

a mﬂ;ﬂ:tw::‘:n:ﬂm:ym_mnlhn
En. weren't any ol dnlings on oul
there then % i

It was the most beautifil, wonderful

place that | had ever been o ever seen, and | ravel

TPage 129
support of the Red Desert. Today's comments are
running roughly ten-to-one in support of the Red
Diesert.

5o I just bave one question: When s —
and these are the people who are very sware of the
impoct of vil and gas on cur finances. They are the
people who live here, by and large.

Omne question s When is it going o be
that the wishes of the many, the people who own the
Red Desert, take pracedence over the financial
interests of the few? I support the Citiznens”
Alternative to protect the Red Diesert

it's one of the few wild places left in

PR el W W R =

ME. GRIFFITH: Thank vou, Laurie.
Dennis Chaffchee (phonetic). No?
Ohkay, Shawn Musray,

%ot Last cummer we spent quite a bit of time out M. MURRAY: My name is Shawn Murray,
in the Desent again. S-hem-wen, M-u-r-r-a-y. I'm bere on behalf of myself
It's mot as bemstiful and it's not as Obviously we can see that these are

issuss that have polarized the public greatly, and as
well they should. They are public lands.

Public lands belong (o us all. 50 we
need 1o take an approach that caters to us all

The policics that ane going 10 be handed

wonderful, and there i oil and there's county roads,
but it is til] very much worth preserving. We don't
need any more il dnlling.

And since | have na fiith in the
Government bonoring the Treaties that they've made

T —
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dnwhmnndwb:mﬂumlmnfﬂlm hbl
based on & single vocal say of the
mater who that may be, whnhulr:rnrmnw
financinl gun, whether it's for recreation, whether
if's for preservation, 'We cannotl take a one-zide
VW

In the complex issues of land
management, the policy needs 1o be Mexible w wisely
acldress all the isspes. Thal didn't come up.

The Preferred Alisrnative gives
flexibility w the ovenight agency to cffectively
manage bith renewsble and nonrencwable resources in &
manner that best suits the present and future needs
nnd desires 1o the general population who own this
land Thank you.

MR. GRIFFITH: Thank you, Shawn.

Christine Lichtenfels.

MS. LICHTENFELS: My name is Christine
Lichtenfels, C-br-i-seiei-n-¢, L-i=c-h-t-o-o-f-e-}-5.
I'm here today 1o vosce my support for peotecting the
Jnck Morrow Hills &nd its many resources, as sef out
in the Citizens' Wildlife and Wildlands AMernative,
maost importantly that no oll and gas development
should take place.

And let me mow if thet is entirely

b ot B B e s it s s i
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And you think, end you have some
matches, and you think, "0h, [ could start a fire and
1 could be warm down here,” until you star thinking,
“Well, wait a second. I 1 bight that fire and warm
myself with that, T1) still have to climib out.

"And when [ get 10 the wop, T won't have
the money inmy band. Or | could climb out right now
and 1 will etill have » million doflars.”

Likewise, with the Jack Mormow Hills,
we're going to have 1o get 1o the peint of onergy
securty one way or another by developing ahemative
fuels. We can do that by having squandesed all of our
Nation's wealth, and the tressures of the Jack Momrow
Hills, or we can gei there having saved a few places
like that.

Let's - | hope that we do thal, and not
end up & demoralized, destitute nation, having

our national wessure, but instead of

having discipline and strength to save what makes our
nation special that makes you proud to be an American.

MR GRIFFTTH: Thank you, Christine.

Dave Raynolds.

MR RAYNOLDS: You know, Christine 15 a8
bard act to follow because she is death on Unstles.
She was out chopping off thistls hesd on our rench ooe

L'n"ruHEEEESEG:EEZEmquuan—. HfﬁHEEE;?aE:I;E:

consistent with the Jegul definition of “multiple

use® And | would encourage mnyone who thinks that
oil and gas, *rmltiple use® means oil and gas needs o
happen everywhere

Take a look st the lrw and wou will find
ot otherwise. To suggest that every ounce of
recoverable oil and pag must be extracted from the
pround in order 1o maintain & strong nation isa

We all imow that the world's oil and gas
reserves are finite and that we muzst wean ourselves on
our dependence on oll and gas, So let's not ruis the
bt wild places thit mre so vital to kesping our
Nation's spirit strong 1n the neme of il and gas when
we kniow that we must ehange 1 other forms of energy
and we are just delaying the inevitable.

Flease, let's make thal change for some
of the special places Iike the Jack Morrow Hills still
m tact. Bear with me for a second.

Lrusgine for & second that vou fall ints
an icy crevasse. To rescue yourself you know you have
o chimb put, and its not going o be easy.

And you also know there is oo one else
10 rescoe you. But amazingly enough, you have o stash
of 500 thovsand-dollar bills in your pockst

34 (Pages 13010 133)
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time, and they've never come back.

I'm Dave Reynolds, R-g-y-n-o-l-d-5
There are 20 of us in three generstions on one of
thete family mnches.

And we raitse maore than we eat. And [
think thet I've heard several other families of that

Anyonc else raiges more than they eat?

s lonely.

What | would like to do is ask for &
rod of appleuse for those who are here who will Dot
speak and who are not spouses, My spouse is here, so
T not axking for applavse for her.

And Mr. Long 15 doving Mrs. Long back
to Casper. But how about 8 round of applause for
thase who are listening to all these sincere views?

{Whercupon a response was had, aftar
which the following ocourred:)

MR. RAYNOLDS: Il provide a written
commment later, bat | would jusi like 10 add a couple
of pieoes of perspective. Mae and 1 are helping out a
litede bit in grade school, third grade, where really
end truly the kids think that the milk comes from
Sufeway and shoes come from Wal-Mart.

Mow, I'm wearing fancy shoes from

1-B00-435-2468
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Momtana made oul of buffalo hide, which is
approgriate, Amnd Mae just gave me some elk for

Omn top of Table Moumtain, you may not
knorw thas, but the antslope come up from the Red
Desent to fawn.  They've been doing that, | puess, for
st & whiile.

And when the iron mine staried and
stopped, it chdn't seem to start and stop them. They
wre up there, 5o those of you who src around here
wonder, "Where do the Red Desent antelope po?™ they
are right up om the hill.

And they just as soon that nobody bother
them. One of the things, just for perspective, and
ifs not in the EXS yed, but hopefully it geis there
sometime, if you wani fo really know what Fremont
County and Sublette County and so forth were like
the 1550s, go down to the Red Desen

Che of owr remining sand dunes is that
butte that's on the road between here and Huodeon just
‘befiore that Alhance Valley Road takes off. This
entire sren probably didn’t have a bird flving over.

It was n cold desert. It Insied for
quite & while.

1t was called » "mega-drought.* i was

e RN AR U D D0 =10 L ds b=

GEEBE

Pigz 136

this month the BLM, Wyoming BLM will approve the

largest natursl gas project in ity history, 51,000

coalbed methane wells in ihe Powder River Basin,
Thit project will require tens of

thousands of mles of new roads, pipelines, and

overhead power hnes. The effect will be to

industrialize what today exists as open space and

It will create a kandscape scale of
mdustrialimtion. But the development is not,
unfortunately, limited to thal basin.

All of Wyoming's basins are undergoing
severe development activity, and thus severe
envirorunental pressures. [ just want o go through,
quickly, a list of natural gas projects I'm aware of
ihat have been approved of since the mid-1990s by the

BLML

This again. this is just a partial list
The Jonah II project, 450 wells; the Finedale
Anticline, 900 wells; Continental Divide, 3,000 wells;
Moxa Arch, 1,300 wells; Foatenelle Matural Gas
Project, 1,300 wells; Cove Gulch, 200 wells; South
Baggs, 50 wells; Mulligan Draw, 385 wells.

The BLM has on its plate right now set
for approval the additional projects. | menboned the

z:E\ﬂmdnuhuuu. -
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kind of an offset of one that was down in the
soutirwesl aroand 1000 AD.

Onurs was sround 1550, If Coronado,
instead of riding in the direction that the Indisns
cume from, decided when be godt to the Houwse of Pusblo
o ride due north, but the Indians werent coming from
there, he would have hit sand ot the Arkansas River,
and it would have been sand from there clear up 1o

hexe.

30 just for perspective, we think it w
moe and permanent right now. 1t is not penmanent.

It is always changing all the time. And
| think we teed to add perspactive 1o the EIS.

Thank you.

MR GRIFFITH: Thanks, Dave.

Dan Heilig.

ME. HEILIG: My name's Dian Hedlig.
H-e-t-l-i-g. T could just briefly respond 1o some
of the clzims we've heard that we need 1o drill on the
Red Desert, ofien those claime are linked with
assertions that the people who, like many of us here
that are o protect snd preserve special
places, wild places like the Red Desert, are sumehow
nadve of ignorant or scifish.

That is clear]y not the case, Later

Fax 1-307-334-2433 BUNN & ASSOCIATES
bunmworldwids@compuserve
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§1,000-well project in the Powder River Busin.

South Pincy, 210 wells; and Kenoa, the
Jonah infill, 1,250 wells; Semino Road CBM Project,
1,240 wells; the Aflantic Rim CBM Project, 3,880
wells; Desolation Flats, 185 wells; Wind River Notural
Ges Development Projact, 325; new wells in a field
depth that presently containg 160 wells; Vermillion
Basin, 56 wells; Big Forcupine, 453 wells,

And the list poes on and on. We do not
need to drill in the Jack Morow Hills on the Red
Diesert

MR. GRIFFITH: Thanks, Den

Colléen Whalen.

MS. WHALEN: Colleen Whalen,
W-h-a-1-s-n. I'm from Lander and repregenting mysell”

| grew up in Wyoming. My ded worked for
Mimrathon {rom the time that | was 16,

My mom worked with the BLM from the time
that | was sbout eight. And there in Worland when
there was an secident out in the oil fisld, oy dad
wold pet called out for Marathon and my mom would get
called ouw for BLM,

I really believe that both of those
people and the Wyoming people that would go oul and
work on those were working for the same thing. They

35 (Pages 134 10 137)
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were workdng for the least damage jo the environment

1 also imow that my dad, when he retired
and got our little chunk of hesven up there on
Togwolee Pass, when they wanted io open that for oil
and gas, my dad stepped up to sy, "Not in my back
vard. There arc some places that need 1o be saved *

And be knew the ingide. There are
secidents that happern in the ol field, and be know
ket

'ﬂh’--l-ﬂ'\.m-hu—ll.i._

They dido't et lim be on the Citizen's
11 Commities for some reasan. 1t might huve been
mentioning the environment accident where the rig blew
up and they spent quite a bit of time scraping oil off
the shdes of the hotses there in Byron

I had never beard sbout that, but he
knew shout that. But anyway, there are olher, ihere
are places to get oil, and the Jack Mormow Hills
should not be one of them.

1 think thai five years from now, 1en
years from now, 20 years from pow, Wyoming is the
place to say, "Nao, we are going io save these places,
these rire places, these places without roads, without
development. ™ W we wait just & linle while, all the
other places where the rigs are runming oul just ready
1o po here in the next litle while, all those other
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& queslion-and-answer session, sir, but [ will ry.
This is & listendng sesshon for you 10 speak, but po
abvead.

A SPECTATOR: | was poing to ask a
question aboul who bes surveyed all of these oil wells
amnd odl pads?

MR, GRIFFITH: Who purveyed them?

A SPECTATOR: Who surveyed them? Who is
the surveyor?

MR. GRIFFITH: [cantanswer that I'm
sure i within the company.

The BLM does not do any surveying for
wil and gas wells. IUs done by the compandes, the
acthaal i

We do on-gites with the companies when
we're getiing ready to put in & well, yoo kmow, where
we are pomg o have the pad, the reserves, that kind
of thing. We wark with them on thst kind of thing.

A SFECTATOR: That 106, thot was
WNMWWM. Indian, the American

oD — -

MR. GRIFFITH: Oleay.

A SPECTATOR: - (insadible).

i MR GRIFFITH: (Reay, 1 can't respond to

Pag= 139

places may he taken.

But Wyaming should say, "No, we're going
fo save this chunk of land.” And we'll benefit from
i in the future beeause we all know why people come
to Wyoming, and it's not to go ot and gaze at oil

And Fm for the Citizens’ Wildlife and
Wildlands Alternative. Thank you.

MR GRIFFITH: Thanks, Collesn.

Orur fast spenker is Larry Berger. You
have 58 minutes.

MR. BERGER: I'm going to make this
shiort. 'm for the Citizens’ All=mative,

| bunt out there. T've biked out there.

I've camped out there, And when people
come lo visit me, | take them o there because irs a
respect that | conbdn't replace.

Omce you lose i, it's pone forever,
And [ don't want 1o Jose it

I'm fure most peaple doa't want to lose
it =0 Jet's take it

MR GRIFFITH: Yes, tir. Hand raiced?

J A SPECTATOR: | just wanted 1o ask a

question.

MR GRIFFITH: Remember that this is not

B b B e s i e _.
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A SPECTATOR: And who pels the benefit
ot of the gas and odl?

MR GRIFFITH: Well, the economy does,
the State of Wyoming doss, the Federal Government.

A SFECTATOR: I's not used n here m
Whyoming. Ir's used someplaca else, righe?

MR GRIFFITH: | can't answer how thai's
marketed, wir. Some of it does stary in Wyoming.

Some of it goes out of eate, | do know

A SPECTATOR: Okmy. Thanks.

MR. GRIFFITH: Odmy. You're welcome.

All right, Thenk you sgnin for nnaother
rrarathon session.

This was importamt. | apprecinie the

We need it There is obrviously o bot of
passion mit there on both sides of this documnent.

that

1 certifly the foregoing o be a
true transcnpt from an audio

1-B00-435-2468
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Wideugrapher
CERTIACATION
L Linds & Andersos, & Prodessiosal
Videigrapher, do bereby cetrfy thal the frepomg
s reduced o T
wﬂu“wﬂ USA, mem-uyhr that | asn
oeither reisted 1o sery of te parnes by blood or
marrisge, i do | haes sy S in the ouloome of
the e e
In witmess whereal | heve hereunio s

revy B at. Do, Wiyorang. this 20d day of April,
2003
i E-agneture Linds A Anderson
Videogrupier

caEsAfe rocarding.
. E-ngnature: Lisds 4 Anderson
3
4
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STATE CAPTOL
CHEYENNE, WY B2002

.'Z'Siﬁf“"
Office of the Governor

June 25, 2003

s, Renee Dana

Team Leader

Rock Springs Field Office
Bureau of Land Management
280 Highway 191 Norh
Rock Springs, WY 82901

RE: Supplemental Drafi Environmental Impact Statement for the Jack Mormow Hills
Coordinated Activity PlainDraft Green River Resources Management Plan Amendment
(DEIS).

State Identifier: 98-022

Dear Ms. Dana:

. The agencies of the State of Wyoming and its county and conservation distric
pariners {cooperators) have reviewed the Supplemental Draft Environmental lmpact
Statement (SDEIS) for the Jack Momow Hills Coordinated Activity Plan (IMHCAP).
The cooperators have participated in the Steering Commitiee meetings, public meetings,
and cooperator meetings. As you have already received these comments, please allow
me to submit those of the State.

There is much work to do in incorporating the public’s comments. the
cooperators’ imput, corrections, edits, and more into the draft. Within these various
commenis you will see both ends of the spectrum; from full development of the area, o
full protection. It is my belief that neither of these extremes is in the best interest of The
Jack Morrow Hills, the citizens of Wyoming, or the country,

It is clear that there is still a strong demand for oil and gas throughout the United
States, it is also clear that the Jack Morrow Hills area has the potential to meet some of
this demand. Oil and gas development in Wyoming creates high paying jobs, Taxes on
development contribute 1o the state's overall fiscal health, That having been said,
however, 1 am convinced that there are certain arcas that deserve 1o be protected--
protection which needs to be continued or increased in some areas, as well as protection
to establish in others. Tunderstand that this balancing act between development
alicmatives will not be easy, and 1 offer our continued assistance in the tasks that remain.

TTY¥ T77-T800 PHEOKE: (307) T77-Td34 FAX: (307 6323009
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The Preforred Altemmative that has been crafted for the SDEIS has, T believe,
incorporated many positive aspects from all three of the other alternatives. I believe this
is generally the appropriate course for the BLM to pursue. However, there are some
provisions of the Preferred Alternative that should be strengthened.

Mative American Cnltural Resonrees AManagement

More protection needs 1o be afforded to Native American cultural and spiritual
sites. The Preferred Altermative states, “the planning area would be managed to protect
important heritage resources (cultural, historic, archasological, and unique geological
features) while allowing for education research and appropriate interpretive nses.™ |
believe, however, that more prescriptive consultation and protection measures should be
included. Specifically, consultation with tribal elders or other designated representatives
of the Tribes should be provided for prior 10 any activity that could negatively impact, or
interfere with use of, a respected or religious area, In addition, the Indian Gap Trail
should be elevated to the same level of importance snd protection as other historic trails
in this area

Air Resources Management

The FLPMA states “the public lands [are to] be managed i & manner that will
protect the quality of scientific, historical, ecological, environmental, air and
atmospheric, waler resource, and archeological values.” T agree with the Prefermred
Altemative in that the planning area should be managed |o maimtain and, where possible,
enhance present air quality levels. However the SDEIS must recognize that the
responsibility and authority for protection and management of the air resource lies with
the State, not only for the Jack Morrow Hills area, but for all of Wyoming. Consequently,
to ensure that air quality does not degrade (and perhaps improves) 1 suggest the BLM
remain in close coordination with the State regulatory agency as management decisions
are being contemplated for the area.

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), through the Air Quality
Division, is the recognized permitling authonty for both State and Federal air guality
regulations. In exercising its permitting authority, the state requires spplication of Best
Available Control Technology (BACT) on all new or modified sources, whether they are
minor or major emission sources. In this regard the State is more stringent--and
consequently more protective of the air resource—than Federal requirements, which do

not require even minor source permitting.

While there has been some discussion of potentially applying BACT to
“grandfathered’ sources and Best Available Retrofit Technology (BART) to all emission
sources in Southwest Wyoming, it must be recognized that there are specific regulatory

Jack Morrow Hills Coordinated Activity Plan

A19A-969



Appendix 19A Final EIS

. BLM-Jack Morrow Hills
June 25, 2003
Page 3 of 7

limitations in both these Federal and State rules. On the other hand, in exercising its
permiiting authority, the State will continue to limil emissions to the maximum extent
possible from any source operating or proposing to operate in Wyoming. It should also be
noted that, although there is some concern expressed regarding comulative impacts—
extending even to whether the Class I or Class [T increment has been consumed--there
have been no regulatory analyses performed to confirm or dispel this concem. The
Wyoming DEQ, however, is currently m the process of rectifying this deficiency by
developing a comprehensive stalewide current and bascline emissions inventory and the
necessary modeling protocols to conduct the analyses, not only for Southwest Wyoming,
but for other arzas of the State as well. This is a complex effort and will require some
time to complete, however the State is targeting completion of this effort in mid-2004. In
the meantime, [ encourage the BLM, within the scope of its authority and in close
coordination with State and Federal regulatory agencies, to implement management
actions thal minimize emissions, in particular:

= Enforcement by BLM of Standard Federal Oil and Gas Lease Term #6
{Conduct of operations) to control operations in a manner that minimizes impacts
to fir resources

. = Control particulate emissions (PM10 and PM2.5) by ensuring timely and
complete reclamation of disturbed areas and adequate dust control measures,

I support this section of the Preferred Alternative. [ would note our continuing
concern that the BLM inereage its efforts to assure the public’s aceess to public lands.

I rnative Ene Developrmen i an n

FLPMA's definition of multiple use expressly recognizes that “the most judicious
use of land may involve the use of some land for less than all of the resources, and that
consideration must be given to the relative values of the resources and not necessarily the
combination of uses that will give the greatest economic retum.” The difficulty here lies
in the many and varying definitions of relative values and greatest economic returmn.
Mevertheless, I believe there can and should be a compromise with regard to mineral
development and special area protection. | am not at all convinced, however, that the
Adaptive Management approach, called for in the Preferred Allemative, is the nght
compromise. [ believe the conelusions of Altemative 3 reach this sort of compromise,
with the exception of Adaptive Management, discussed below. Alternative 3, which
allows for the expansion of three and the creation one new Area of Critical
Environmental Concern and one new Wildlife Study area, also provides for future

. development “as long as sensitive resource values are protected from unacceptable
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impacis.” In addition, cumulative development impacts should be taken mito
consideration when addressing further development.

Lease Buy-out or exchange

Upon consultation with the leassholder whose lease may be suspended, 1 believe
that a lease buy-out or exchange is an option that might be pursued. This action would
save time and money in the long-term by avoiding conflict between mineral development
and areas of cultural and/or environmental concermn. This seems particularly important
since I was told during a recent tour of the Jack Mormrow Hills that 40 percent of the core

area 15 already under lease.

Mineral exchanges should also be pursued where state acreage is embraced within
EIS restricted arcas. Equal-value, developable federal land and minerals should be
exchanged for the impacted stale acreage where possible. However, such exchanges
could be balanced or augmented by cash or other valuable interests,

aplive Management

Adaptive management is a central element of the plan, yet it is the aspect which
causes me the greatest concern, Simply put, | wonder whether it will result in a
management philosophy that has the potential to change over time, thereby making it
difficult 1o respond to at the state level. | am left to wonder what data will be generated
to drive or justify that change. If the Department of Interior and the Bureau of Land
Management are going to make use of adaplive management, then it is imperative that
there 15 meaningful state and local participation throughout the process. [ would ask that
a specific state role be defined in this process in order to maintain balance.

In addition 10 my request for state participation throughout the adaptive
management process, | would request that a proportionate share of state lands be included
in any area in which mmeral development 15 allowed. This would mitigate the possibility
that any mineral development restrictions could disproportionately impact the dispersed
state lands, which comprise approximately six percent of the total acreape.

Wildlife Migration

1 believe that greater emphasis needs to be focused on sensitive species
protection—particularly for elk, deer and pronghom.

A number of these and other sensitive species are found within the IMHCAP area
which may experience adverse effects fiom the industrial development of their habitat if
cerfain guidelines are not put in place. | support and encourage the idea of additional
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protection for the mountain plover aggregation arcas with buffers as stated in the
Preferred Alternative. Many sensitive species are at historically low numbers and have
the potential for an endangered listing if their numbers decline. It is in the interest of all
stakezholders to prevent such listing from occurming by protecting these species. |
encourage you to enhance the recommendations put forth in Alternative 2 towards this
goal. This action, along with the leaseholders” agreements in dealing with threatened and
endangered species, should provide enough protective measures to ensure continued
recovery of these species.

It is also imperative that impacts to the habitats and migration patterns of the big
game herds of elk and mule deer in this area be mitigated. The mule deer population is
already below standard levels, and further development will not add to their numbers.
The Steamboat Mountam ACEC needs to be expanded to its greatest allowable extent for
the protection of crucial elk winter range and birthing areas. Within this expanded area
protections need to be put i place o maintain cuwment population objectivas of these
species. The cumulative effects on the elk and deer that could arise from potential
development in the Red Dresert could prove to be disastrous for these two species in the
future. The IMHCAP will set a precedent on how wildlife protection will be viewed with

. respect to other Resource Management Plans in this area.

1 understand some disturbance within the big game migration patterns is
inavitable, but [ would recommend further siudy to determire the disturbance threshold
of the planning ar¢a. In addition, [ suggest making projections and developing proactive
solutions to address these problems instead of resorting (o ill-defined adaptive
management. A wildlife mitigation fund might be an option worth exploring. 1 believe
such an approach was applied m the onginal development of the Overthrust Belt, and
may be adaptable to the Jack Momow Hills. The DEIS states that once disturbance
reaches a certain threshold, impacts are expected to become significant. | am instructing
the State Working Group to ensure that some forethought is given to the potential effects
to wildlife from this impact, and to address them with vou. Because of the sensitivity of
this plar, I do not believe that a complex and costly “adaptive management™ strategy is
sufficient, and belicve that it would foster financial and planning problems for the State
and BLM.

I would appreciate your looking at the existing leases within the IMHCAP to
ensure that some form of mitigation measure is mcluded. If there is not, 1 would ask you
to consult with the leaseholders and attemipt to establish new leases within the framework
of the new RMP that would inchsde mitigation and recovery.

Overall, | encourage you to reexamine and promote the wildlife provisions of
Alternative 2 within the new Preferred Alternative. Both of our offices have received
. extensive correspondence regarding wildlife protections. [ add my support in encouraging
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you to ensure species viability and long-term survival.  Future generations of Wyoming
cilizens must also be able to enjoy this ecologically diverse area.

Access

Access to state and other public lands is a concem of the state. We have a right tn
access the lands provided for the state’s use purseant to W.S. §36-12-102. Thisis
fundamental to the state’s ability to manage its state lands in a healthy, sustainable, and
economically sound manner. In addition, it is the right of Wyoming citizens to utilize
federal lands that are in the public domain. [ believe the Preferred Alternative attempls to
protect these access rights, however we will continue to encourage you (o support
workable citizen access to public lands.

in addition to the discussion from the cooperator meetings which you will factor
intp your decision, [ am enclosing comments of the Wyoming Department of A griculiure,
the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, the State Historical Preservation Office, the
Office of State Lands and Investments, the State Department of Environmental Quality,
the Wyoming State Geological Survey, the Wyoming Business Council, the Popo Agie
Conservation District, and the Sweetwater County Conservation District. [ appreciate
your consideration of these comments.

Thank you for the opportunity to commenl.
Best regards

et
Dave Freudenthal

Goveinor

DDF:st

CC:  BLM Director, Kathleen Clark
BLM State Director, Bob Benmeit
LS. Senater Craip Thomas
[I.S. Senator Mike Enzi
LS. Representative Barbara Cubin
Paopo Agie Conzervation District
Sweetwater Conservation District
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Wyormng Game and Fish Department

Office of State Lands and Investments

State Historic Preservation Office

Wyoming Department of Agriculture

Wyoming State Geological Survey

Wyoming Business Council

Wyoming Departiment of Environmental Quality
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Red Desert Audubon Society
P.O. Box 882

Lander, WY 82520

23 May 2003

Jack Morrow Hills CAP Team Leader
280 Highway 191 North
Rock Springs, Wyoming 82901

Dear Jack Morrow Hills CAP Team Leader,

As President of the Red Desert Audubun Society, my commenis today represent the beliefs and
concerns of 150 members, spanning the Red Desert area and beyond, from Dubois to Evanston.

We strongly support the Citizen's Wildlife and Wildlands Alternative of the Supplemental Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the Jack Morrow Hills Coordinated Activity Plan.

There are eight species classified as “sagebrush obligates”, i.e. species that are restricted to
sagebrush habitat during the breeding season or year-round. These include the pronghorn
antelope, pygmy rabbit, sagebrush vole, Greater Sage-Grouse, Sage Thrasher, Sage Sparrow,
Brewer’s Sparrow, and sagebrush lizard. Two of these species have already been petitioned for
federal Threatened /Endangered Species status - the Greater Sage-Grouse and the pygmy rabbit.
On a landscape scale, Wyoming provides the greatest amount of habitat for these sagebrush
obligates that any other state in the nation. This is a responsibility we should not take lightly.

Recent research in the Pinedale area and in New Mexico and Oregon has revealed that there is a
threshold of roads and noise that birds will tolerate, particularly those that rely on vocalizations to
atiract mates (please see attached documents). Although areas above these thresholds will still
hold birds, it's the diversity of species, and not number of individuals, that matters. Industrialized
areas lose the avian species that represent diverse habitat qualities, and attract instead species like
the Horned Lark (an aggressive species that is very tolerant of disturbance). As bird advocates, we
certainly do not want to see this type of avian homogenization occur in the Jack Morrow Hills.

We would be remiss in our obligation to provide critical habitat for sagebrush obligate species if
we allow this area to be developed, especially for the paltry amount of oil and natural gas that is
said to be extractable.

Once again, we strongly support the Citizens Wildlife and Wildlands Alternative for the Jack
Morrow Hills, and respectfully request you to do the same.

Mrw Ceqoysiy

Andrea Cerovski
President, Red Desert Audubon Society

Jack Morrow Hills Coordinated Activity Plan A19A-975



Appendix 19A

Final EIS

L d-ﬁhju"' F. zoot, The e fets of natwrad

( on S chrush s o pasSeritfy?
Sl 2 N 8

PASSERINE RESPONSE TO ROADS ASSOCIATED WITH NATURAL GAS
DEVELOPMENT

Because roads are one of the more conspicuous disturbances associated with
natural gas development, | examined how roads influence passerine distribution and
abundance within the Pinedale Anticline Project Area. Previous studies have shown that
when daily traffic volumes are high (> 10,000 vehicles/day), passerine abundance is
reduced within a zone that extends several hundred meters from the road’s edge probably
due to noise created by constant, heavy traffic volume (Wamer 1992, Foppen and
Reijnen 1994, Reijnen and Foppen 1994, Reijnen et al. 1996). However, roads created
during natural gas development are nol paved and traffic volume is light, ranging from
less than 800 vehicles per day along entrance roads lo fewer than 10 vehicles per week on
roads providing access to individual wells. Despite low traffic volumes, I found that
roads associated with natural gas extraction negatively impact sagebrush obligates. The
impacts are greatest along access roads where traffic volumes are high and within 100 m
of these roads, sagebrush obligates are reduced by as much as 60%. Even along roads
with traffic volumes below 12 vehicles per day, sagebrush obligate density was reduced
by 50% within the 100-m road zone.

Regardless of traffic volume, sagebrush obligate density is reduced within 100 m
of roads associated with natural gas development. Three mechanisms may be responsible
for the observed declines 1) noise and dust disturbance crated by traffic, 2) increased
homed lark abundance along roads which may deter other species from using the area,
and 3) avoidance of habital edges created by roads. Traffic volume along main access
roads is relatively continuous throughout the day. It is likely that along such roads, birds
are responding to noise and dust created by traffic.

However, on secondary roads where traffic is infrequent, it is unlikely that either
noise or dust disturbance are consistent enough to cause the observed reductions in bird
density. The second mechanism that may contribute to sagebrush obligate bird decline
along roads is the effect that dint roads have on homed lark distribution. Homed larks are
a common grassland species that nest in sagebrush steppe habitats in open areas where
sagebrush cover is low, Homed larks are primarily granivorous, and even during the
breeding season seeds comprise a large portion of their diet (Rotenberry 1980b, Beason
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1995). Horned larks are common along dirt roads (Beason 1995) where they forage on
windblown seeds that collect in the lee of gravel. In the PAPA, the concentration of seed
resources along din roads may anract hormed larks to these areas. Within the 100-m road
zone homed lark density increased by 30% relative 1o areas outside this zone (P = 0.023,
marginally statistically significant at the Bonferroni family correction alpha of 0.0125).
‘Within this road zone horned larks accounted for 31% of species’ detections, compared to
only 16% outside this zone. Because homned larks observed foraging on roads and road
margins were outside point count boundaries, estimates of homed lark abundance within
the road zone are conservative. While competition is rare within the sagebrush steppe
avian community {Wiens 1977, Rotenberry 1980b), concentration of seed resources along
dirt roads may create a foraging opportunity that is defended by hormed larks, Homed
larks are the second largest passerine in the study area, second only to the sage thrasher,
and homed larks were repeatedly observed initiating aggressive interactions with
Brewer's and sage sparrows along roads. The increased concentration of homed larks
along roads may reduce the surrounding habitat’s attractiveness 1o other sympatric
species through either exploitative or interference competition.

A third mechanism that may contribute to sagebrush obligate decline along roads
is avoidance of edges created by road construction. Sagebrush naturally occurs in an
unbroken, homogeneous stand throughout the PAPA, and roads bisecting the area create
a sharp edge that breaks habitat continuity. While not statistically significant, there is
some evidence that at least sage sparrows might avoid sagebrush habitats along edges
created by surface disturbance. Along the surveyed pipeline, sage sparrow density was
64% lower within the 100-m buffer zone despite traffic absence. Although this decline
was not statistically significant (P = 0.047), it provides some evidence of edge avoidance.

While a 50% reduction in sagebrush obligate bird density along a single road may
not be biologically significant, the effect of the construction of multiple roads within a
single development area can be substantial. In the Bureau of Land Management's Record
of Decision, the BLM approved the construction of 444 km of roads within the 64,000 ha
of the PAPA under their management { Bureau of Land Management 2000), equivalent to
an average road density of 0.7 km of road per km’ (1.13 miles / mile®). If a conservative
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road width of 10 m is used, roads will cover (.7% of the PAPA. If a 100-m buffer is
extended along the roads, roads will impact 14.6% of the Pinedale Anticline Project Area.
MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

The effect of natural gas development and extraction on the avifauna of this
sagebrush steppe dominated project area will be both short and long-term. Short-term
effects are those that occur during the 50-year development and extraction phase of the
project. Shart-term impacts include direct habitat loss due to construction of pipelines,
roads, and well pads; species response o increased noise, traffic and human presence;
changes in species composition resulting from surface disturbance; and localized effects
of habitat fragmentation within the project area. The long-term effects of development
relate to the ability of the avifauna to recover afier completion of extraction operations,
field abandonment, and reclamation of the project area. Long-term effects are harder to
predict as they depend not only on local reclamation success but on state and region wide
patterns in sagebrush management that occur concomitantly with development.

Results from this study indicate that regardless of traffic volume, roads associated
with natural gas development will reduce the abundance of sagebrush obligate passerines.
While sagebrush obligates are expected to decline, homed lark abundance should
increase. Homed larks are vear-round residents and have higher fecundity rates than
sagebrush obligates. The homed lark can raise more than three broods during a season,
compared to the single or double broods of sagebrush obligates; and as winter residents
of the area, homed larks are able to nest earlier than sympatric species. In both 1999 and
2000, horned larks were feeding nestlings by May 10, before Brewer's sparrows had
returned from their winter grounds. Sagebrush obligate numbers will also be affected by
Increases in COMMON ravens, as ravens prey on sagebrush obligate nestlings (Martin and
Carlson 1998). Ravens were frequently observed nesting on structures associated with
gas extraction, and the provision of nesting structures will likely increase raven density in
the project area.

Because this study was conducted prior 1o development, it is unclear what the
cumulative effects of roads and other forms of surface disturbance will be. While
shrubsteppe species are likely adapted to the large continuous structure of sagebrush
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habitats, habitat fragmentation associated with natural gas development will probably
affect bird distribution.

The long-term effect of natural gas development depends on the ability of the
avian community 1o recover afier extraction completion and reclamation of the area.
While breeding ground densities are often below habitat earrying capacity (Wiens 1974,
1977}, suggesting that habitat loss will have little impact on sagebrush passerine
populations, these species evolved in & continuous landscape of sagebrush habitat and
fragmentation could compound the effects of habitat loss.

It is also noteworthy that, sagebrush obligate passerines have been declining over
the past forty years throughout their range (Saver et al. 1997). While the cause of these
declines is largely undetermined, fragmentation of sagebrush steppe habitats is probably
important. Sagebruch communities throughout the West have been fragmented by
conversion to agriculture (Dobler 1996), herbicide and mechanical removal (Braun et al.
1976), exotic species invasion (Whisenant 1990), and human development (Paige and
Ritter 1999). In Colorado, herbicide treatment has altered over 30% of that state's
sagebrush community (Braun et al. 1976), and in Washington, in part due to agricultural
conversion of shrub habitats, only 40% of the state’s original 4 million hectares of
sagebrush steppe remain (Dobler et al. 1996).

Compared to other western states, Wyoming's sagebrush sieppe is relatively
unaltered by man. Although areas have been treated, bumed, grazed by cattle, and
developed, the majority is still untouched. However, expansion of oil and gas
development throughout Wyoming's sagebrush sieppe communities will probably
negatively impact the breeding bird community that depends on this habitat. The ability
of bird populations to recover after development is not only dependent on the success of
local reclamation, but also on state and region wide management practices that occur
concomitantly with development. Clearly the development of a single natural gas field
will have few significant long-1erm ramifications. However, the development of
numerous fields statewide combined with other land use practices that alter sagebrush
habitats, could reduce the avian community’s ability o recover from short-term
alterations in habitat and land uses. Therefore, development in sagebrush habitats should
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consider not only short-term localized effects, but also the effect that local development
has on the region-wide distnbution and landscape patterns of sagebrush habitats.
CONCLUSION

Matural gas development in Wyoming is important both for the state’s economy
and to reduce this country”s dependency on foreign encrgy resources. While surface
occupancy during extraction is relatively ephemeral, the ecological impact can be
persistent. Over the next few decades, natural gas extraction is expected to increase
throughout Wyoming's sagebrush communities. The impact that development will have
on the passerines reliant on the sagebrush community will depend on the local intensity
and regional patlems of development. Results from this study suggest that sagebrush
obligates (Brewer's sparrows, sage sparrows, and sage thrashers) will decline while
horned lark numbers will increase during development. These changes in species
composition are the resuli of surface disturbances associated with road construction. My
results suppart arguments for both the complete reclamation of roads after development
as well as investigation into technologies that would reduce the proliferation of roads
within the Pinedale Anticline Project Arca.

Future monitoring of sagebrush steppe avian communities within the Pinedale
Anticline Project Area and throughout Wyoming seems wasranted. Monitoring should
focus on how habitat fragmentation associsted with natural gas extraction and other
forms of land use impact the bird community and other flora and fauna. Breeding-bird
surveys should consider using larger radii point counts than were employed in this study
in order to incorporate the variation associated with the patchy distribution of these
species within counts, Because densities based on point counts of different radii are not
comparable (Hutto 1986), future studies employing larger radii counts should note
detection within the first 50 m so that densities can be compared 10 those from this study,

A19A-980

Jack Morrow Hills Coordinated Activity Plan



Final EIS Appendix 19A

The following is excerpted from the Wyoming Bird Conservation Plan, Version 1.0
{Cerovski, A, M. Gorges, T. Byer, K. Duffy, and D. Felley, editors. 2001. Wyoming Bird

Conservation Plan, Version 1.0. Wyoming Partners In Flight. Wyoming Game and
Fish Department, Lander, WY.)

Effects of Noise on Birds

Continuous noise (e.g. gas well compressors, drill rigs, highways, and construction
activities) can interfere with the vocal communication of birds, particularly singing
males, making it more difficult for males in noisy environments to defend territories
and attract and maintain mates. Continuous noise may adversely affect territory
selection, territorial defense, dispersal, foraging success, fledging success, and song
learning. Noise can produce stress in individuals and stress avoidance could result in
lower population density in noisy areas. Noise can also affect habitat selection if birds
have greater difficulty obtaining food because aural cues are less effective. Essentially,
these adverse noise effects reduce the quality of affected habitats and could result in
avoidance of noisier habitats and reduced population density in those habitats relative
to quieter habitats. Species differ in their tolerance of and responses to noise, and over
time more tolerant species may replace less tolerant species in noisier habitats.

The effects of continuous noise on bird communities are probably strongest in
areas where noise is over 50 dBA, but even moderate noise levels (40 to 50 dBA) may
have some effect on bird communities. An increase of 10 dBA above background noise
is probably acceptable in most situations. Assuming that background noise is
approximately 39 dBA in the daytime and the evening, this is equal to the US, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) level for constant noise generators (49 dBA).
At nighttime it is equal to 42 dBA. To minimize the effects of continuous noise on bird
populations, reduce the noise level to 49 dBA or less.

Constant noise generators should be located far enough away from sensitive
habitats such as grouse leks and raptor nests that the noise that reaches those habitats is
less than 49 dBA. For example, the noise impact from drill rigs is greater than 49 dBA
when the rig is closer than about 800 feet (250 m) to a receptor; impact from a 26,000
horsepower compressor station is greater than 49 dBA when located closer than about
2,500 feet (750 m) to a receptor. Near roads with 10,000 cars per day the population
density of birds may be reduced up to 1 mile (1.5 km) from the road, while near very
busy roads (up to 60,000 cars per day) the effect may be felt up to 2 miles (2.9 km) away.
Avoid placing well pads, roads, and any other facilities requiring human presence
within 825 feet (250 m) of raptor nests to prevent flushing adults from the nest. This
buffer zone should be expanded in areas where prey are scarce, as raptors must spend
more time searching for prey and may be less tolerant of disturbances.
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Where possible, avoid construction activities and other temporary disturbances
during the breeding season in areas where priority bird species occur. Avoid noisy
disturbances within a %2 mile (0.8 km) of active or occupied raptor nests during the
period from February 1 through July 31 to prevent nest abandonment.

If necessary, implement mitigation measures to decrease continuous noise levels.
For example, enclose compressor engines with buildings and install additional
suppression around muffler exhausts. Noise barriers can be constructed at drilling and
testing operations, and noise dampening around engines should be considered
(including foam insulation around drilling rigs).
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=3 Subject jack morrow hills comments

*Georgs Rusbslmann” To: cwyrnaill_mhcap & bim.gov>
@ ritrwilk Bwavecom.n -

O2r24/2003 0125 PM

Dear BLM,

The protections for Jack Morrow wanted by the public in Wyoming and around the world ware autlined in
whal is known &s the Cansarvation Flan option. The management of roadiess areas, e alk and big horn
sheep herd habitats, and air and water quality for wildlife habitat wera protected under that conservation
plan which you are recommending against.

We are from Wyoming. We have retired in Wyoming. We worked many years for state and federal
government in Wyoming. We have earned the right to ba heard as citlzens of this state. Contrary to
infarmation put oul for the newsmedia, | believe we are in the majority in our befiefs that Jack Morrow
habitat needs every prolection available to ederal resource managers.

Phundunolletdrilhqulwmrtitllﬁptlmmnomfurmwﬂambual. Pleass manage the
Red deser and the greal divide basin for I's most valuable resources: the renawable ones.

There |s no evidence that the unrenewables (of, gas, and coalbed methane) are more valuable to the
pmpladWyoningtMnapmmmrmmmmmmmmﬁm:mm a pure
dasaert habital. His one of the very few left in our world. Please manage the Jack Marrow hilis in the Red
Desart for Ihose values. Please use scientific evidence to eslablish areas of pristine units 10 preserve
unscathed so our children and grandchildren can exparience one of the last desant eco-syetemns in the

. wiorkd,

Thank you for listening 1o our concems. They are shared by so many of us.

lorna wilkes and george ruebeimann
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=John Anderson® Teo: bob_benne! @bim gov, wymad_jmheap @ bim.gov
. celderjbanderson @ hot oc: gake_noston@ios ool gov, senator @ thomas senata.gov
mail soms Subject: Wildlite end Wildiands altemative

03182003 0831 AM

T am opposed to this altermative. I believe we need to do MORE to develop
our resources in the face of dwindling supplies and unsure sources. I am
alse againat the restricted access proposcd in the alternative as we
currently have adequate wilderness areas preserved with limited access.

Why protect things like the pony express trall and the Oregon trail if the
average person can not have access to them through appropriate road
conatructleon and melintenance

Froper management can protect the wildlife and thelr habitac and still
develop the oll and gas properties to provide us with much nesded snergy

SCUrces .,

John Anderson

The new MEN 8: pmart spam protaction and I months FREE*
. http: //join.men.con/ ?pagesfeaturesy junkmail
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<bbrisierd@gresns.org> oo Gala_Nenon@io0s.dol.gov

. Bob Brister Teoo wymall_jmhcap @ bim.gov
Subject: protect Jack Momow Hills

March 23, 2003

Renee Dana
Rock Springs Field Office Project Leader
Rock Springs, WY

Dear Renea Dana,

I am writing to support the Citizens® Wildlife and Wildlands Alternmative
for the Jack Morrow Hille. I live in Utah and wisit Wyoming to experience
its great natural areas.

Firat and foremost, the roadleas areas of this land should be protected.
All wvehicles should be restricted to designated roads. MNew roads and
developments in roadless areas should be prohibited.

Mineral leases in the area should be traded or bought-out. New ocil and gas
leaeing and mining activities should be not be allowed.

The size of che Wilderness Study Areas shculd be increased to that
recommended by the Citizen's Proposal boundaries. These lands should be
recomsended to Congress for Wilderness designation.

Native American holy sites and historic landmarks guch as the Oregon Trall
ghould be protected.

. The long-term survival of the Red Desert elk and pronghorn antelope herds
and other wildlife must ba the plan'a pricricy.
I urge that the BLM select this alternative as the best plan for protecting
the natural beauty and ecclogical integrity of the Red Desert. Ecological
protection and restoration is the highest and best used of our public lands.

Sinceraly,

Bob Brister
1102 South BOD East #A
Salt Lake City, UT 84105
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Subjeet. Protact the Red Desent from Ol and Gas Drlling

. @ BENNATTI@ACADIAN To: wymall_jmhcap 8 bim.gov
ET oo

0AREZ003 452 FM

Hock Springs Field Office Project Leader Renee Dana

Dear Rock Springs Fleld Qffice Project Leader Renes Dan:,

Please mupport the Wildlife and Wildlands Alternative
for the Jack Morrow Hills Plan. It would be a terrible
ghame to forever scar this national tcreasure through
olil and natural gas drilling or mining activities.
Please protect this area by preventing the sale of
mineral leases, preventing new road construction im
roadless areas, and designating as wilderneass areas
sections that meet wilderness criteria.

Thia ia eritical habitat for pronghern antelope and
other wildlife. please protect this region. Future
generations will judge us by the resources we leave
for them and the health of the Earth they inherit.

Slnceraely,

CAROLYM BENNATTI
1556 BALD HOUNTAIN RO
ORLAND . Maine 04472

==l
Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton

200,026
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. @ SERITTHIT@ADL.CO Ta: wymail_jmhcap @ bim.gov
M oo

DAZEM2003 0557 PM b

Rock Springs Fiald Office Project Laader Renas Dana

Dear Rock Springs Field Office Project Leader Renese Dana,

I am requesting the Rock Springs BLM support the Wildlife
and wildlands Alternative for che Jack Horrow Hille
Plan that would allow recreation uses that will not
degrade the blcloglcal structure of the Red Desert.
Foad building has been identified in peer reviewed
ecientific Journale as a prime factor in habltat fragmentaclion
etressing ecosystem functioning as well as costing
the taxpayer money in loas of ecosystem produccivity
and the lnecreased cost associated with invasive plant
species outcompeting native plants while changing the
natural fire regime.

I am also asking for a cessation of new cil and
gas leasing as well as large scale mining activities.
The integrity of Wilderness Study Areas should be maintained
and moved to Wilderness classificaticn by Congress
Lo protect Native American religious sites as well
as supporting native flora and fauna within a functioning

biological structure.

. I urge that the BLM select thie alternative as the
best plan for protscting the wildlife, natural beauty
and ecological integrity of thia portion of the Red
Degert.,

Sincerely,

Steve Brittingham
Box 561, Star Rc. 38
Mount Charleston, Hewvada 89124

co:
Secretary of the Interior Gale Korton
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Vinca Desbmione To: Renees Dana <wymall_jmhcap @ bim.govs
<vincedesimone&yah oo Gade_Norlon @ os_doi gov, senator @ thomas senate.gov
0O.LOm> Subject: Red Desertlack Mommow His Plan

002003 0451 PM

Greetings:

1 support the Citizens' Wildlife and Wildlands Alternative fo the Jack Morrow Hills Plan.

1 suppon increasing the size of wilderness where possible. The Ctizens’ inventories have
identified qualifying lands. No new roads should be allowed in arcas that could possibly be
wilderness,

The Citizns’ proposal would balance the need for access for recreation, hunting, grazing and
ORV use.

The Red Desert elk and antelope herds along with ather wildlife should be protected.
There should be no new oil and gas lemsing or other extractive {(mining) allowed in the area.

Do you Yzhoo!?
Yahoo! Platinum - Watch CBS" NCAA March Madness, live r ;

P41 TRTEYS
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The Wilderness To: wymail_jmhcap @bim.goy
Vagabond o

<wildvagabond@yahe  Sublect noto re2477

.00

040572003 05:38 AM

Rob Jones
2478 East Elm Avenue, Salt Lake, Utah, 8410%-1331
E-Mail: wildvagabond@yahos . eom

Date: April 5, 2003

Pleage act in concert with the RS 2477 congressgiocnal
letter to tChe Dept. Of the Interior led by
Representative Mark Cdall (CO)

I want you o NOT process RS 2477 claims under the
rew disclaimer regulations., How about & lot more
stewardship and protection of our public lands, and
lese callous, destructive "development" activicies!

This destructive development strategy harms our
natienal security wvia wasting rescurces such as Fuel
and encouraging the loss of our qualicy of life, and
life iceself chrough ruining our water guality, asoils,
alr quality. ate. If any claims are to be processed,
the Deparctment of the Interior must adopt standards to
assess the validicvy of these bogus highway claima. Ko
such scandards are in place. This iz a highly
. irresponsible policy, which will d¢ nothing more than
create confusion and licigation.

This rush of new claims would essentially thwart
current and future conservation measures meant to
presarve these special places for future generations.
Americans value our open spaces and for years have
struggled with the question of how ruch to preserve.
This new rule renders that ongoling discussion
meaningless by allowing for thousands of milea of new
"highwaye" to be declared virtually overnight.

Please do not ebandon existing policy which offers
state and local governments 2 fair opportunity to
submlt realistic and potentially wvalid claims under
existing law. The Federal Land Policy Managemant Act
did just that in 1976, and all Title V claims should
go through this fair process of evaluation. Instead,
the new rule turns a blind eye to fairness, abandoning
& fair alternative that uses modern laws to ansure
public involvement and compliance with envirommental
law.

0ld riverbeds, cowpaths, and hiking trails were never
meant to be considered as roads. Courte have laid out
& rational set of standards that should become the
norm for assessing these bogua claims.

These lands are our naticn's birthright. They belong
to all Americans, not just a4 few ppecial intereats.
Too often, the voice of the people is drowned by those
who would exploit these special places, and ignore
their greatest asset: the valus of wilderness and apen

200,049
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spaces, vold of roads.

The new regulations are dangerous because they could
potentially validate the actions of irresponsible and
uaregulaced of {-road vehicle use in southern Utah. In
incressing numbers, rhousands of ATV riders head to
Utah's public lande svery day, and the threat of those
irresponsible riders who don't follow the rules by
staying on designated rouvtes |(of course the DLM is
juset now beginning to designate routes). Two Cracks
on the ground is all it takes for greedy people to
file an *interest” for a new *xoad."®

Please adopt and enforce & balanced and common-senne
application of modern law, on a case-by-case basis.
This includes public particlpation and the most
up~to~date scientific knowledge for managing our lands
wisely for future generatioms.

Please act in concert with the RS 2477 congressional
letter to the Dept. Of the Interior led by
Repreaentative Mark Udall (Co)

I want you to HOT process RS 3477 claime under the
new digclaimer regulations. How about a lot more
stewardship and protection of our public lands, and
less callous. destructive *developnent® activitciesi

See Fob'®s Trip Reports at:
hetep://usars . sisna.comn/vagabond

Cordially, Rob

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Tax Center - File onlipe, calculators, forms, and more
tEp://tax. yahoo.com
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